Effect of HLA matching on outcome of related and unrelated donor transplantation therapy for chronic myelogenous leukemia.
This article examines the diversity and biologic role of human lymphocyte antigen (HLA) genes as related to marrow transplantation for chronic myelogenous leukemia (CML). A better understanding of the nature and function of HLA variation is necessary as unrelated marrow transplantation evolves into a safe and effective treatment for CML. HLA matching is an important aspect of donor selection criteria and has a role in engraftment as well as the development of graft-versus-host disease and tolerance after transplant.